380	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
You Serbians surely cannot be thinking of driving Aus-
tria-Hungary out of Bosnia and Herzegovina by force of
arms. And we Russians, on the other hand, cannot wage
war on Austria on account of these provinces. .... I have
foreseen this step of Austria-Hungary's, and it did not sur-
prise me. For that reason I made our acceptance of it de-
pendent upon her renunciation of her rights to the Sanjak of
Novi Bazar; and then will follow the revision or alteration
of the Treaty of Berlin, which we shall demand; upon this
occasion Serbia, too, will be able to present her wishes as
regards the rectification of her frontiers. ... I do not un-
derstand your state of agitation. In reality you lose noth-
ing, but gain something—our support. I trust that* the
Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina will continue as
hitherto their cultural activity for their own renaissance,
and, awake as they are, it will never be possible to dena-
tionalize them.39
But Izvolski soon found that in Paris he could get no
effective backing for his projected opening of the Straits.
M. Pichon was "sympathetic" but non-committal, wishing
first to know what England's attitude would be.40 On
crossing the Channel, Izvolski discovered, to his great
chagrin, that England was still opposed to it, in spite of the
more intimate relations which he expected from the Entente
of 1907, Sir Edward Grey tactfully told him that a request
for opening the Straits was "fair and reasonable/' and not
objectionable "in principle/' provided they were opened "on
terms of perfect equality to all," i.e., including the Eng-
lish. But Grey was absolutely opposed to Izvolski's project,
which consisted in opening the Straits to Russian warships,
while leaving them still closed against war vessels of the
other Great Powers. Any such purely one-sided modifica-
tion of existing treaties, exclusively for the benefit of the
Russians, would give them in time of war "the advantage
of having the whole of the Black Sea as an inviolable harbor,
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